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May10, 1997

97-166
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU PRESIDENT URGES GRADS TO PROTECT THE PLANET

CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University President David Joms challenged 1,200
spring graduates gathered Saturday on the Library Quad, surrounded by beautiful trees and
grassy knolls, to take good care of Mother Earth for it is "not only a treasure, but a teacher, a
parent and all we have."
"Let me remind you that nature, the state and this university require and expect that you
assume the ancient responsibilities of educated men and women. We require that you take
responsibility for the acts of your generation. And, we entrust to you the stewardship of the Earth
itself and all that dwell upon it," Joms said.
He applauded the graduates for their understanding and value of the Earth. "You may feel
more responsibility to this planet than any other generation in history. You adopt highways, you
recycle your soft drink cans and you worry about the rainforests, overpopulation and the ozone
layer.
"I think you know that the Earth is our ship through space and time, our mother ship. It
was given to us; it's a trust. It is a legacy from those who came before us. And it is your
responsibility, you educated men and women, to pass it on yet again. You are the parents ofthe
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future and the Earth is its cradle."
Following his remarks, it was most fitting for Jorns to recognize Marylin Lisowski as
this year's recipient of the Distinguished Faculty Award. Lisowski, a professor in Eastern's
Department of Early Childhood, Elementary and Middle-Level Education, has dedicated her life
opening students' eyes and minds to environmental issues. The 1996 Environmental Educator of
the Year had a good excuse for not being present at the afternoon ceremony to accept her award.
She is in the remote areas of southern Argentina helping teachers and concerned community
members develop ways to help youth learn about the environment and plan ways for all segments
of society to work together for the betterment of our planet.
Susan Gilpin of Park Ridge, newly elected chairperson of Eastern's Board ofTrustees
and a 1976 Eastern graduate, reflected on her personal and professional life, lending this year's
graduating class some advice: "Don't sacrifice your personal life for your employer because your
employer will never return the sacrifice. I am not saying that you shouldn't work hard and be
successful in your career, I am saying that you should make sure that there is balance in your life
between work and fun.
"Stay flexible in how you view yourself and always be on the lookout for the next career
opportunity. The days of going to work for one company and staying there for your entire
working life have passed. Think about yourself as a bundle of skills and experiences and don't be
boxed in by your job description. Continue to learn new things so that you don't become
obsolete."
She also urged graduates to become involved in their communities, spending time
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volunteering and helping others.
Other commencement speakers were Nate Anderson of Rock Island, secretary of
Eastern's Board of Trustees and a 1973 Eastern graduate; Student Trustee Brian Anderson, a
graduating senior from Grafton; Student Body President Jason Anselment, a graduating senior
from Dahlgren; Alumni Association President Jim Wilhelm of Peoria, a 1963 Eastern graduate;
and Faculty Senate Chairperson Gail Richard.
Faculty marshals were Robert Saltmarsh, retiring professor of educational psychology
and guidance; Edward Brankey, professor of management/marketing; and Jacinto Martinez,
retiring assistant professor of zoology.
Three graduation ceremonies were held Saturday with nearly 1,600 eligible degree
candidates this spring semester.
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